
VFW 9644 NEWSLETTER

NEWS, VIEWS, AND HAPPENINGS

Verle Huffman VFW 9644 & VFW Auxiliary

Award-winning VFW, est. 1947, closest Post to Fort Logan National Cemetery


VFW Post Officers

Commander

Post Address

Post Phone Number

2680 W Hampden Ave,  
Sheridan, CO 80110


(303) 789-9733


President

We have an updated website thanks to our Commander Todd Van Sant. 
Please check out our website to see the latest events and happenings.

Todd Van Sant Concetta Kile

March 2023Monthly Newsletter

Shawn Jones Rachel Rodgers

Paul Gremse Shelly Hall

Lynn Peterson Debbie Blesh

Daniel Micka

Bill MasonMarvin Garcia

Lisa Bernhardt

Senior Vice Commander Senior Vice President

Junior Vice Commander Junior Vice President

Quartermaster Treasurer

Chaplain

SecretaryAdjutant

Chaplain

Auxiliary Officers

https://vfw9644.org/

https://vfw9644.org/


By Todd Van Sant

From the Commander

POST VIEWS

I'm taking the month of March off from my monthly newsletter writing. I've asked artificial intelligence to fill in 

for me. I gave a few of our events that we have done and what is coming up - and this is its newsletter article. 



Greetings, Members of VFW Post 9644!



We are thrilled to announce the success of our recent senior citizen lunch event. With over 150 lunches 

served, it was a wonderful day filled with great company and laughter. We are especially proud to announce 

that Charlie and Del were crowned as our king and queen! Congratulations to them both. We would like to 

extend a special thank you to all the volunteers who helped make this event possible. Without your tireless 

efforts and dedication, this event would not have been possible. Your hard work is truly appreciated.



We are also excited to share that our post has obtained our 501c3 status. This is a significant achievement 

that will allow us to apply for grants to better support our fellow veterans. We are eager to explore new 

opportunities to serve our community and make a positive impact on the lives of those who have served our 

country.



As we look ahead, we have a lot to be excited about. Our family-friendly Easter egg derby is just around the 

corner on April 2nd. It will be a day filled with fun, with participants rolling two hard-boiled eggs together and 

only one breaking, followed by delicious egg salad sandwiches. We invite you all to join us for this fun-filled 

event for all ages.



Additionally, we have a busy summer planned, with our poppy drives, pig roast, and car show on the horizon. 

Our poppy drives are always a special event for us to raise funds to support our fellow veterans and their 

families. Our pig roast is a fun day filled with fun and food, while our car show is an opportunity for car 

enthusiasts to showcase their prized vehicles. We can't wait to see what this year's participants have in store 

for us.



Lastly, we would like to express our gratitude to all the volunteers who continue to support our post. Your 

unwavering dedication and support are invaluable to us. We appreciate your hard work, and without you, we 

could not continue to provide the critical services that we do.In conclusion, we are proud of what we have 

accomplished, but we know there is more work to be done. Let's continue to work together to make a positive 

impact on our community and our fellow veterans. Thank you for your continued support.



If you want to see what information I gave, here it is - "Create a newsletter article for me for VFW Post 9644 

that celebrates our senior citizen lunch - we served over 150 lunches and crowned Charlie and Del as our king 

and queen!. The acquisition of our 501c3 will help us obtain grants to assist veterans better. Announce our 

family-friendly Easter egg derby on April 2nd - roll two hard boiled eggs together and only one breaks - egg 

salad sandwiches afterwards. A busy summer ahead with our poppy drives, pig roast, and car show. As 

always, a huge thank you to our volunteers!" I think it did pretty good! I may be out of a writing job soon!
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED

By Lynn Peterson

From the Quartermaster

March, a month of many varied & notable dates. Some common, some not so. A few to includei

U All Post/Auxiliary Member “March” Birthdays….Happy Birthday!Z

U Star-Spangled Banner, Made U.S. National Anthem, 1931, March 3r^

U Daylight Savings Time, March 12tQ

U St. Patricks Day, March 17tQ

U Iraq War Began, 2003, March 19tQ

U Spring, March 20tQ

U National Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29tQ

U MLB Opening Day, March 30th



For me, it’s also the start of a another season of Colorado Rockies Baseball. Yeah! Hopefully, better than 

owner predicted .500. I’ll be getting an early peek, with a trip to Spring Training at Salt River Fields, Phoenix, 

Arizona, in the later part of March. Plan to see you at Coors Field; I’ll be in the infamous Rock Pile section.



Now. from baseball to bingo. Our Post Monday & Tuesday Bingo batting average (attendance) is gradually 

improving; upwards of 65+ & 45+ weekly attendance, respectively. A shout out & Thanks to all who volunteer 

& participate in our weekly Monday Barrys Bingo & Tuesday Post Bingo. Our jackpots are growing & awaiting 

your challenge. Reminder……Bingo remains our primary & main Post revenue source. With increased 

attendance, our $$ is slowing growing. Come join, help support us & test your good fortune.



Moving along to Bar Rescue. While yet unknown, but hopefully soon, our VFW Post Bar Rescue TV airing from 

last June 2022 event should be upcoming. A big Post Bar Rescue party is anticipated. Watch for updates.



In closing, financially speaking, the Post is solid, with growing revenues from weekly & monthly Bingo 

sessions, Hall rentals, Food Truck storage & Kitchen use incomes; which, along with our new VFW Post 9644 

Foundation, will assist us with grants & Post facility improvements. Stay tuned….



Lastly, for all you green Irish St. Patricks day lovers & dancers……that’s it for now. See you on Friday, March 

17th for Irish Dinner & Dancers!! More to come in announcements.



In closing, as always….Thanks in your membership, support & participation; adding value to our prized  

Post 9644.
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AUXILIARY VIEWS

By Concetta Kile

From the President

It's hard to believe that March is already upon us. Hopefully we can soon put those snow shovels away and 

start getting our gardens ready to plant. At the same time we need to be ready for elections of new officers at 

the April meeting. This would be getting our auxiliary prepared for another year of service to our veterans, 

their families and our community.



If you are looking for that perfect person to fill the offices that will be vacant this coming year I would ask that 

you remember this. As you're thinking about who you want to nominate and who you will vote for remember 

that not one of us is perfect. We all come with our own agenda and our own baggage. We will never be exactly 

what you would have us be. All we can do is our best. Whether you voted for a person or not it is your duty to 

support that person in the position they hold. We can all agree to disagree and still respect each other.



I would ask if you don't like someone don't vote for them. If there is no one running against them then I would 

ask that differences be put aside so we can work together for the good of this organization.

By Rachel Rogers

From the Junior Vice President

Easter is right around the corner and we will be doing Easter Baskets again for you kids. There will be a sign 

up sheet in the lobby. Please sign up your children to receive an Easter Basket so that I get an idea of how 

many to make to give out.



There is 1 more month for your kids to enter a lot of different contests. ALL ENTRIES ARE DUE TO THE POST 

BY MARCH 31st!!!





AUXILIARY VIEWS CONTINUED
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For children in K to 12 there are a few contests available for both art and singing. All of the following are due 

to the local VFW by March 31st. Please see the information for the different grades that are eligible for each of 

the contests.



The first is “Illustrating America”. This is an art contest for students in grades K through 8th . All art must be


submitted by March 31st to the VFW 9644. This is the site for the fillable application for this contest:


The second is “Getting Excited for the Red, White &amp; Blue!”. This is a national anthem singing contest for 

youth in grades K-12. All entries need to be into the VFW 9644 by March 31, 2023. This is the site for a fillable 

application for this contest: 

The third is a 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest Scholarship. This is open to all students (including home-


schooled) in grades 9 through 12. The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2023. There are multiple amounts 

that are available based on the place of the art piece. Here is the site for the fillable application for this 

contest: 

The forth is a 2-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest. This is open to all students (including home-schooled) in


grades 9 through 12. There are multiple amounts that are available based on the place of the art piece. 


The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2023. Here is the site for the fillable application for this contest:


https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Illustrating-America-entry-form.pdf



https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-

Contest-entry-form-1.pdf



https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-3-Dimensional-Patriotic-Art-entry-form.pdf



https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-entry-

form.pdf
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AUXILIARY VIEWS 
CONTINUED

By Deb Blesh

By Jandra Czarnek

From the Treasurer

Canteen Manager

Hope everyone has survived most of the winter and are looking forward to spring. Slightly warmer days


would be most welcome in one of our traditionally snowiest months.



Our Auxiliary continues to be strong and membership is 103%. We have 8 members who are currently


not in good standing and if dues are not paid, they will be dropped by National June 30th . If members are


dropped, they must reapply for membership.



If anyone has moved and haven’t reported change of address, please contact me so we can update our


records. We have received lots of returned mail that is undeliverable. Also, anyone who is aware of any


members who are no longer with us, please let me know so we can update both our records and the


National database.



We post birthdays for each month and if anyone is missing or incorrect, please let me know so our


database can be updated. I hope to see you this spring at our many events. Check calendar for more 

information and Rachel’s newsletter of upcoming events and holiday happenings.


Have an enjoyable month and hope to see you soon.

Come join us for Corned Beef and Cabbage. Irish dancers and maybe a few basket raffles on March 17th at 

5:00 p.m.


Here are some events coming up�

� Egg derby in conjunction with Post #1 on April 2§

� Hope to have a Kentucky Derby day at the Canteen on May 6th, time to be determined, more info later.



Come down and enjoy the canteen. Tuesday Bingo/dinner, Friday night dinners and Sunday morning 

breakfasts.



Bar Rescue's new season starts on March 26th, so the episode featuring Post 9644 should be on soon, 


I am sure Todd will let everyone know the date.



Until next month.




Karaoke Night

Game Night

VFW HAPPENINGS

BURGERS, BINGO AND BEER NIGHT
Every Tuesday starting at 5pm

GAME NIGHT
Every Thursday starting at 6pm

FRIDAY PM & SUNDAY AM MEALS
Friday starting at 5pm & Sunday starting at 9am

KARAOKE NIGHT
Every third Saturday starting at 6pm
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Colorado State Shooting Association

This is the first in a series of emails about a package of anti-gun laws unveiled in the Colorado State 

Legislature on Thursday, February 23. We wrote about the entire package .  



The Colorado State Senate has introduced a bill to raise the minimum age to purchase firearms, including long 

guns, from 18 to 21. A law such as this would be a clear infringement on the Second Amendment rights of 

young adults who enjoy hunting or wish to defend themselves and their families.



The data simply does not support the idea that raising the age to buy firearms will reduce gun violence. The 

median age of mass shooters is 32 years old and some have been as old as 72. There is no justification for 

labeling an entire demographic of adults too dangerous to defend themselves, just due to their age.



At the age of 18 people are considered adults who can vote, get married, start families, and carry guns in war.



If they are old enough to vote, they should be afforded all of their constitutional rights. If they are old enough 

to be sent overseas to fight and die for our country, they are old enough to defend themselves inside our 

nation. If they are old enough to get married and start families, they ought to be afforded the right to defend 

their children and their spouses.



We don’t allow children to possess firearms because we grant their parents the right to defend them from 

harm. But if this bill becomes law, young parents won’t be allowed to defend their own children, meaning 

those children will have no right to be defended by anyone.



If this bill goes into effect, it will leave many young people and children without any defense against criminals. 

It must be stopped. CSSA will use every resource available to prevent it from taking effect. We need your 

support.



Click on the links below to donate or become a member for $5 per month and help us ensure that young 

people are not stripped of their constitutional right to defend themselves and their families.



We have an all-volunteer board, meaning 100% of contributions go directly to defending the Second 

Amendment in Colorado.

here

Join CSSA now

https://eot.cssa.org/f/a/lDZrhpwb0nJrt5-X_q8opw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRl3NOpP0UgOTNhYWVlMTc0OWIyOTdiNGE0MDE1ZGRlOGY1MDExZmJEomh0dHBzOi8vZW9tYWlsNi5jb20vd2ViLXZlcnNpb24_cD1kYTVjYTA2Ni1iM2QzLTExZWQtYTVmOC0zM2MwMGNkMDdlMzcmcHQ9Y2FtcGFpZ24mdD0xNjc3MTk5ODc1JnM9YTBlZGFmMzQ0MzBkOTRmNWRkMTNmYTJhYjIxYjUzM2RlZGRiMDE5NzIyYzBlNDdlMTY2MzdmMGVhYWY4M2U4ZVcFc3BjZXVCCmP1qU76Yyp9StxSGmZyYW5rcm9kcmlxdWV6QGhvdG1haWwuY29tWAQAAEmT
https://www.cssa.org/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=243984


Wreaths Across 
America

VFW CALENDAR 

SunSatFriThuWedTueMon

5432

Ash Wednesday
Navy Reserve Birthday  ️ Navy Seabee Birthday  ️

Hug a GI Day 

12827

12111098676

19181716151413

26252423222120

213130292827

2023March

Future dates to be aware of

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Karaoke Night

6:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Post & Aux Meeting

7:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Food Meetings Post Events Calendar Events
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--

Ash Wednesday

K-9 Veterans Day  American Legion Birthday

National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day

St. Patrick’s Day   

Daylight Savings Time 

Medal of Honor Day 






