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By Todd Van Sant

From the Commander

POST VIEWS

It’s officially fall now, and our busy summer schedule is wrapped up. Let’s look back on the big events of the 

summer and reflect on how this year has evolved us. We started off the summer back in May by filming a TV 

show and remodeling the post canteen. All the newly minted tv stars that showed up every day and made this 

thing a reality were volunteers and not paid for their time. We will have a screening of this TV show sometime


early next year when it airs. If you want more information about the TV show, come down to the post and ask. 

It’s not public information yet!



During the filming, we had a very productive weekend of volunteers working several grocery stories handing 

out poppies over Memorial Day weekend. We raised over $17,000 (record breaking numbers) in donations in 

those few days by giving out poppies. We have another poppy weekend coming up, by the way – stay tuned! 

It will be over Veterans Day weekend which is in early November. These funds go directly to Veterans in need. 

Without these poppy drives, our funds would dry up. It is very important to our post and our mission to be as


productive as we can to raise funds (and awareness). If you haven’t yet, clear your calendar for the 11th 

through the 14th of November and please give some of your time to help! We held our 1st Annual Poker Run 

at the post in June. We learned a lot from this poker run and if we are to do it again, we would need a lot more 

planning to get it accomplished correctly! We still had a good time thanks to the volunteers that helped!



We had a wonderfully attended July 4th celebration at the post, and a fantastic pig roast in August. Again, our 

volunteers stepped up and made these events something special. 



We then held our 2nd Annual Patriots Day Car Show which was a success even if it was the coldest/wettest 

day of the summer. Turnout was low, but we had some great vendors and the cars that showed up were 

fantastic. Plus, we had Broncos Legend Randy Gradishar – and once again, a great turn out from all  

our volunteers!



Finally, the last weekend of September, we put a float in the City of Sheridan’s - Sheridan Celebrates Parade. 

Again, volunteers donated the use of the trailer, the truck to pull the trailer, decorating the float, and then 

attending the parade in force. We had over 20 folks walking and riding in the parade. What is one thing that 

the entire summer had in common? Our crew of tireless volunteers who show up to each event with gusto! 

Like any non-profit organization, ours is lubricated with the efforts of the few who give so much. Even those of 

you who give donations, some of you monthly – others give thousands of dollars a year. I can’t thank you all 

enough for what you put into this place!
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED
Now, for the pièce de resistance and a way to thank all of you who put in the time this year – our 75th 

Anniversary Party. On December 2nd , we will be holding our 75th Anniversary and our Membership Dinner (all 

in one). This event will be free for post and auxiliary members and their significant other. Non-members can 

attend for a small cost. We are in the planning stages of this event. Our first planning meeting will be October 

3rd at 6pm. Seating will be limited, and tickets will be required – more on this to come! We will be holding  

bi-weekly meetings to ensure the success of this event. If you are interested in assisting, please reach


out. The only way we can make this a successful event is with some planning.



In closing, I hope every one of you that read this letter understand what our volunteers go through, year after 

year. When you are at the post, and you see someone in the kitchen cooking, serving food, or cleaning, or 

attending a meeting – say thanks.

Well, another baseball season is just about in the books and Coors Field will once again be empty in


October. You must wonder how Bud Black feels about the season and every season he’s managed the


Rockies. He is surrounded by dedicated professionals working as hard as humanly possible to win every


game. We all know that’s not possible, but a winning season certainly is - that is unless you have owners


more interested in the business of baseball and the almighty dollar than they are about winning. Such


owners have no business in sports. Such is the Rockies burden. Mr. Monfort, take your money and


invest it elsewhere. The team and the fans deserve better.



On the evening of this past September 10th , I was thinking about Bud and the whole Rockies team;  

how he, and they must feel. That day we had just finished a very successful car show. We didn’t knock it out


of the park, but it was extremely successful because, like Bud, we had a team working their butts off.


No, this wasn’t the Monfort’s fault, it was weather! I’m not sure what it is, but something can be done


about the Monforts ownership of the Rockies. Weather, not so much. Regardless, there was a common


thread. Just like the Bud Black has with the Rockies, I had dedicated hard workers giving it their all for


our common good – a successful car show. That evening, I could not have been more proud of VFW Post


9644. Unlike the Rockies, there is nothing we can do about the weather (although I did assign “good


weather” to the commander). Still, we excelled. Though we had about half the car entries as we did last


year, we did better in the grand scheme! Had it stopped raining about two hours earlier, we would have


had 40 cars instead of 26. Had weather not been an issue, I believe 60 – 70, or more would have been realistic.



Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make it the success it was. Despite the fact this will get


me in trouble because I will again fail to specifically point someone out, I have to recognize some


amazing people who really went above and beyond. They made the difference this year. Mary Fisher,


you are one with whom I won’t make that mistake again. Thank you so much for all you and your family


brought to the car show again this year!


By Paul Gremse

From the Senior Vice Commander
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED
A big improvement this year was our Vendors Hall. It was such an improvement that it almost became a


problem, not enough room for all the vendors. They’re the kind of problems I prefer. We can get


through them. Thank you, Rachel Rodgers, for your work to bring in so many vendors this year. (No


travel to Alaska or anywhere else for you next September!)



Then there is someone who I always wondered about. I only heard of her referred to a “K Ditty”. Who


the heck is K-Ditty? Well, I learned very quickly over the past two years. Karen Davidsmeyer can fill ditty


bags like no other. Sure, I can fill ditty bags too but it’s the work to gather the “ditty” that sets Karen


apart. We not only gave lucrative ditty bags to all car entrants, but we had some amazing raffles as well


because of her hard work. Thank you, Karen!



Yes, we had raffle prizes and our raffles accounted for the lion’s share of our profits this year. Much of


that success is due to the hard work of our rejuvenated “Wonder Woman”, Terri Lieby. I had heard


about the great work Terri has done for our post in the name of the Auxiliary, but now I’ve seen it! (I


don’t think that woman stopped for three minutes out of 7 or 8 hours during the Pig Roast). She not


only donated beautiful gifts, but she arranged a lot of Hodge Podge – nice stuff but with little affiliation -


into beautiful baskets with some affiliation. Thank you, Terri!



Did anyone notice Randy Gradishar at the car show? What an amazing person Randy is and what a draw


he was to our car show! He was there only because of the hard work and persistence of Deborah



Sorensen. She not only worked tirelessly to bring Randy, but she donated the three Jerseys that were


raffled. Deborah, you are amazing! Thank you. I know I’ve failed to recognize so many others who worked so 

hard but this newsletter, particularly my bloviating can be only so long. So many of you are just always there 

and to exclude you is a disservice but I hope you know how much the commander and I appreciate all you do 

for the post! The important thing is those who care also see your hard work and appreciate it too!


Mark September 9, 2023, on your calendars. We’ll take a few months off but then that’ll be the day


which we will start planning for our next car show. In the meantime, please share with me any thoughts


you many have regarding this past car show, or even last year’s. What didn’t we do well? What could we


have done different or better? What was good; what was bad? Is there something we should add next


year or something we shouldn’t do? Thanks to everyone, I think our Patriot’s Day Car Show has been a


great success last year and this year too, but we can’t rest on that. Continuous improvement is the goal,


and we can only achieve that with everyone’s input! I can’t wait to see what a success our 3rd annual will be!



A few other notes:


Have you or a family member lived on Camp Lejeune between August 1953 through December 1987? I


hope you’re just as disgusted by those TV commercials and media ads as I am. We even have a few local


firms crawling in the cesspool with their peers looking for a buck. Please call those scum-sucking


attorneys and suggest they go back to chasing ambulances. If they are so concerned about us, maybe


you would do some Pro Bono work. YOU DON’T NEED THEM! The VFW, every other Veterans Service


Organization, along with just about every county in the country employs a Veteran’s Service Officer


trained to file claims on behalf of all veterans free of charge.
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED
In some cases that also includes family members, and I recently learned the VA is accepting claims on behalf 

of family members who lived on Camp Lejeune during the aforementioned dates. That was the one reason I 

thought an attorney may be of help – family member - but now I know better. There is no reason to pay the 

scum-suckers any part of the compensation you’re entitled to because of your service to your country. (One 

must wonder what they were doing while you were spending Christmas or any day in the jungles of Vietnam or 

another God forsaken hellhole we’ve “cherished”?) There’s nothing saying you can’t solicit one of the scum-

suckers if you are not satisfied with a Veterans Service Officer (I know there are good ones and bad ones - I 

used to be one and trained many). But, please, give them a shot first. If there is something missing from the


claim they file, the VA will tell you. Why am I so passionate about this? I was recently speaking to a


veteran with a slam-dunk case. He was about to sign a contract with a scum-sucking attorney who would


take 40% - that’s FOURTY PERCENT of any compensation he was entitled to. Realistically, that could be


40% of $1000 or more for every month he would live. (You get $600, I get $400. If you only lived another


10 years, that would be $48,000 to the lawyer for filling out claim paperwork) I don’t know any attorney


who should earn that much particularly when there are options at no cost to you at all!



Can I add just one more story that could affect our post and the good we do? I recently learned of a


veteran who passed away with substantial assets. Not only didn’t he have any family, but he also died


without a will. You can only imagine where that money will go. Unless you’re destitute, please ensure


you have a will. Unless you have substantial assets or a complicated estate, the cost shouldn’t be


overwhelming. If you do have substantial assets or a complicated estate, that’s all the more reason to


have a will. Some, like this acquaintance of mine, don’t have family. Others will have family; everyone’s



circumstances are different. If you don’t have family, you might consider a legacy (leaving your estate or


even part of it) to our post. If you do have family and for whatever reason your estate is larger than you


would prefer to leave family, please consider a portion to the post. I am a member of a post within


another veteran’s service organization that does tremendous work on behalf of veterans. Four or five


members have left the post a six-figure legacy that has made a tremendous difference for that post and


the work they are able to do for veterans. I would love to be faced with how we could help veteran’s


issues with that kind of money. Just the same, a smaller bequest could do good as well. I’m confident it


would do better than the state getting it if you don’t have family. If you do have family, perhaps they


would be proud of your legacy – something to think about! Regardless – have a will! May God continue to 

bless America, and, with that in mind, Election Day is next month. Now is the time to start researching the 

candidates AND THE ISSUES on the ballot. Have you ever looked at a ballot and saw an issue you knew 

nothing about. I did – ONCE, but never again. Remember, the only thing worse than no vote is an uninformed 

vote! (BTW: if you’re not sure how to vote, ask me. I have the answer!)



AUXILIARY VIEWS
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By Lynn Peterson

From the Quartermaster

Dear Post 9644 & Auxiliary Members,



Welcome to October & our treasured Fall Colorado Rocky Mountain high colors, with strong shades of our 

beloved Blue & Orange - Bronco Nation. However, presently from across the miles…….Greetings from 

Wisconsin. I’m enjoying the upper midwest colors of Wisconsin’s Lambeau Field Green & Gold - Packer Land, 

along with Cheese Curds, Johnsonville Brats & Local Beers; all in moderation. Now then, our Summer’s Post 

busyness from Pig Roast to Car Show to Sheridan Days are but fond memories. Special Thanks to ALL our 

Volunteers. Moving forward with enthusiasm, we now look our Post 9644 75th Anniversary on Friday, 

December 2nd. Big event, so in the interim, come help & participate in our bi-weekly Monday evening 


planning meetings!! 



Upcoming will be our annual halloween event. Watch for details & information, as well. Special recognition to 

new Post Life Member, William Byassee; a USMC/USAF veteran; with an additional five more members in-

waiting for approval. We’re growing & inviting you all to stop by at your post to join us. Likewise, our 

commanders important weekly activities emails spell out our events.



Lots of improvements (and continuing repairs) have been completed, both interior &amp; exterior, to our post


over the past several months…..lighting, signage, hall renovation. More needed & more to come.


So…..Come see.



Reminder, Bingo, beit our Monday Bingo session at Barrys Bingo or our Tuesday Bingo at Post are our


mainstay revenue sources, along with our post Hall Event center. Come Participate!!! Friday evening


horse racing too!



In closing, as always….Thanks in your membership, support & participation; adding value to our prized


Post 9644. That’s All Folks!!














