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By Todd Van Sant

From the Commander

POST VIEWS

Another year, another lap around the sun.  I’m fortunate and grateful that YOU have elected me to be 

commander again for another year.  There is a lot to be grateful for the last 12 months, most of all, I’m 

thankful for all YOU who showed up, volunteered, and helped out making this place what it is today.  I wish I 

had the space, time, and mental aptitude to list out each of YOU who helped make the last 365 days a 

success.  YOU all know who you are - thank YOU!  I report back from the Department of Colorado convention 

with a stack of certificates and plaques for us to share in the success.  Hopefully many of YOU were there at 

the July meeting where we were able to celebrate our successes from the last year together.  I promise that 

these awards will be hung so that YOU can all look at them this year and try harder next year.



Next year will not be as easy as last year as the Department of Colorado and National VFW Organization have 

set the membership bar higher.  To reach the membership goal next year, the new goal is 102% - we did 

101.55% last year, so it’s achievable.  For the post, we currently have 381 members - this means roughly 8 

new members this year to just hit the bar.  I would like for each of you to invite someone by the post this year.  

Ask them if they’d like to see a “Bar Rescue bar”.  If each of us work on a new member or two this year, and a 

percentage of those new members sign up - we’ll be set!  Our ability to be represented in Washington DC is 

based heavily on our membership numbers, so let’s work together to reach our goal.  



We have another couple goals:  Scholarships, Teacher of the Year, and Scout of the Year.  Rachel is going to 

go into it deeper below, so scroll down and take a look at what she wrote.  We have money to give away to a 

few talented students, teachers, and scouts.  Get the word out to your family, grandkids, and neighbors.  

Read what Rachel has written and send them to our website for more information and to register/sign up.  


It’s at the top, under Programs.  



Then we have all of our events.  From the 3rd Annual Patriot Day Car Show, to our Pig Fest, Kids events, 

holiday parties, all the way through to next year’s elections for officers - we have a full schedule.  Did you 

know that we keep the calendar on our website updated?  We even post the meals as they are coming up.  

Head to our website and check it out - if you need help, or have a question - I’m here to help.



We won’t be able to make it through the next 12 months without YOU!  YOU are the most important person in 

the VFW, and in this post.  We serve 3 meals a week in our post because of YOU.  Our 3rd Annual Car Show 

will be a success because of YOU.  We open our doors each and every day because of YOU.  We reach our 

membership goals because of YOU.  Please remember that we’re all in this together with the same goal: 

veterans, our community, and each other.  Our new Department of Colorado Commander (John Keene) spoke 

during his acceptance speech to remember the opening words of our meetings - “Do not let petty jealousies 

or trivial personalities influence our deliberations.”  We are stronger as a team, a union.  



Thank you again for allowing me to be commander another year.  From what I hear, the first year as 

commander is the hard one - so it’s all downhill from here, right?  See you at the post!
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED

By Gary Bean

From the Junior Vice Commander

I would like a chance to meet each and every one of you this coming month. I am usually at the Post 9644 

Sundays, Tuesdays and Fridays. If you need to reach me please email me at .



A few items that have come across my desk:



1) Colorado Rockies (Armed Forces Game) July 2nd at noon. tickets and bus available for those attending the 

game. signup sheet in the lobby!!



2) School ( yea I know): Support the Sheridan School District with the school supply drive... this starts on the 

1st of July thru Aug 4th. bring supplies and or donations to the lobby of Your Post.



3) Scholarship and chance to go to Washington DC.The theme for the $5,000 national prize, for 6th thru 8th 

graders, is "How Are You Inspired by America?" Get with me for more information on this.



4) Scholarship for 9th thru 12th graders. $35,000 National prize Theme "What Are The Greatest Attributes of 

Our Democracy?" I can get more information on this by seeing me.



5) Third Annual Patriots Day Car Show Sept 9th. The next planning meeting is July 17th. Join us here at Your 

Post at 6pm.



6) Food!!! a)Tuesdays Night Bingo, food served from 5pm til 7pm Bingo starts at 6pm. b)Friday Dinner Night is 

from 5 till 7 (Queen of Clubs is Tuesday and Friday nights) and c) Sunday Breakfast from 9am till noon.



7) Membership and new faces.. I have seen more new faces and I believe we have new members... so Bring 

any friends to Our events during July lets sign them up so we can enjoy the friendship the rest of the year as 

we make Our Post better. Meeting Night is July 5th at 7pm. Free pizza served starting at 5pm.




Hope to see you at Your Post 9644 in July, Gary Bean Jr. Vice Commander.

 GLB3410@gmail.com

mailto:GLB3410@gmail.com
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED

By Lynn Peterson

From the Quartermaster

Dear Post 9644 & Auxiliary Members:



July Greetings to All……By calendar date, it’s official…..we’re half way thru 2023 already. With an unusually 

wet May & June, let’s hope July has some rain in it, despite the upcoming hot temps. Regardless, of the 

outside temps, the Post remains a “Cool” place to be; inside to spend some shared times over a frosty cool 

one!



With the Post’s July Americanism & Patriotism events just ahead, beit Colorado Rockies vs Detroit Tigers/

Armed Forces Day at Coors Field on Sunday July 2nd &/or Post July 4th BBQ, come join us; the CR Game 

prices is rightly affordable & the complimentary BBQ meal is a deal. Details posted on  & 

weekly Post Activities emails. Help support the Post & each other. We need each other!!



Post Monday Bingo at Barrys Bingo & Tuesday Bingo at Post remains steady & needed/valued revenue 

source. Thanks to All who Attend & Participate. Our Jackpots are Growing; needing a Winner, possibly you. 

Come join us for some fun & prosperity(?); which includes your appreciated in-kind donations and respective, 

Luck of the draw (Bingo #’s).



The Post’s Revenue sources from Bingo, Hall Rentals & Canteen continue to be stable & slightly increasing. 

Yeah!! Thanks for your Support, participation & what You do; up front & behind the scenes.



Membership is growing too. Several new Post & Auxiliary members, based on respective approvals, will be 

added to our ranks; honored & listed soon. Welcome Aboard. Help us Grow more…..



Hope to see more, which includes You, at the Post.



That’s all folks!! In closing….Thanks in your membership, support & participation; adding value to our prized 

Post 9644.

 www.vfw9644.org

http://www.vfw9644.org
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AUXILIARY VIEWS

By Rachel Rodgers

From the Junior Vice President

The Annual School Supply Drive for Sheridan Schools is starting July 1st and will run through August 4th. 

There is a box near the front door to drop off any school supplies you would like to donate.


Items that are needed include pencils, sharpeners, erasers, crayons, dry erase markers, paper, spiral 

notebooks, 3 ring binders, markers, highlighters, backpacks, Clorox wipes, Kleenex, paper towels and hand 

sanitizer.



I would like to inform everyone that the 2023-2024 Scholarships for Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen are 

now open.



Patriot’s Pen theme this year is “How Are You Inspired by America?” is open to students in 6th to 8th grade. 

Please submit a 300 – 400 word essay by October 31st. The National prize is currently $5,000.


For the Patriot’s Pen you or your student can scan this QR code to get the site to submit your essay or you 

can visit - https://scholarsapp.com/scholarship/vfw-patriot-s-pen-colorado-district-10-post-9644

Voice of Democracy theme “What Are the Greatest Attributes of Our Democracy?” is open to students in 

9th to 12th grade. Please submit a 3 – 5 minute audio and written essay by October 31st. The National prize is 

currently $35,000.



For the Voice of Democracy you or your student can scan this QR code to get to the site to submit your audio/

written essay or you can visit - https://scholarsapp.com/scholarship/vfw-voice-of-democracy-colorado-

district-10-post-9644

I would like to remind everyone too that our events are kid friendly and we will try to provide activities for them 

to do while at the post for the events. We would love to see the younger generation at the post and have fun 

with all of us.



We do have merchandise for sale. Please myself (Rachel Rodgers) if you would like to purchase any of the 

items that we have available.

https://scholarsapp.com/scholarship/vfw-patriot-s-pen-colorado-district-10-post-9644
https://scholarsapp.com/scholarship/vfw-voice-of-democracy-colorado-district-10-post-9644
https://scholarsapp.com/scholarship/vfw-voice-of-democracy-colorado-district-10-post-9644


July 2023Monthly Newsletter

AUXILIARY VIEWS CONT.

By Deb Blesh

From the Treasurer

Hope everyone is having a great summer so far. We are excited to be entering a new program year with many 

things going on.



We will be celebrating the 4th of July, a pig roast in August, school supply time and the annual 911 Patriot day 

car show on September 9th.



The car show meetings are every other Monday at 6:00pm. We still need volunteers for the event and you will 

enjoy the experience. The event has something for everyone. Please come and find out how you can help and 

have some fun.



We will be initiating 4 new members this month at our monthly meeting. Hope we will see more of you attend 

to welcome them and start the new with a bang for our incoming new President.



Our membership was over 100% and we are encouraged we will meet or beat the 104% level this year.


Annual dues notices will be mailed in July and prompt payment is greatly appreciated. If you would like to 

convert to a life membership, please let me know.



Auxiliary bingo is doing well and hope you will come and play when you can. All funds help support the post 

and our Veterans.



Until next time, hope to see you soon and stay cool this summer.



VFW EVENTS
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Karaoke Night

Game Night

VFW HAPPENINGS

BURGERS, BINGO AND BEER NIGHT
Every Tuesday starting at 5pm

GAME NIGHT
Every Thursday starting at 6pm

FRIDAY PM & SUNDAY AM MEALS
Friday starting at 5pm & Sunday starting at 9am

KARAOKE NIGHT
Every third Saturday starting at 6pm
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VFW CALENDAR 

SunSatFriThuWedTueMon

2023July

Future dates to be aware of

Food Meetings Post Events Calendar Events
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July 2 @ noon - Colorado Rockies Armed Forces Game


July 4 @ noon - Fourth of July Party


July 22-27 - VFW National Convention in Phoenix, Arizona


August 12 - Pig Fest


August 16 - Colorado Rockies Game


September 9 - 3rd Annual Car Show


September 13 - Colorado Rockies Game
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Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Post & Auxiliary Meeting

7:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Karaoke Night

6:00 pm
Game Night

6:00 pm

Dinner: Steak & Shrimp

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Independence Day  

National hire a veteran day
National Korean Ware 
Veterans Armistice Day

National Buffalo 

Soldiers Day

Army Chaplain 

Corps Anniversary

Rockies Military Game

12:00 PM

4th of July Party

12:00 PM

VFW National Convention

Phoenix, AZ

VFW National Convention

Phoenix, AZ

VFW National Convention

Phoenix, AZ

VFW National Convention

Phoenix, AZ

VFW National Convention

Phoenix, AZ

VFW National Convention

Phoenix, AZ



July 2023Monthly Newsletter

DONATE TO POST 9644

Red Oak Claims donated $360 for website advertising

Use the QR Code to donate to your local veterans through your 

VFW Post. Donations go directly to veterans in need.

Red Oak Claims

Donate to VFW 9644

RED OAK CLAIMS is a Colorado based company that is proud to support your VFW! Our expertise is serving 

as advocates for policyholders. If a property owner is facing an extensive property loss and claim, our team 

would work on behalf of the insured to ensure that they receive a favorable settlement in a timely manner. Our 

role is to prepare, present and negotiation the claim, always with the insured’s best interest in mind. We are 

licensed by the Division of Insurance as Public Adjusters. By the nature of our license, we always work for the 

policyholder. We never work for the insurance companies as that would be a conflict of interest. RED OAK 

CLAIMS is your claim advocate! COMPASSION FOR YOU. AUTHORITY FOR YOUR CLAIM


(This QR Code will take you to PayPal where 

you can add your donation.)



VFW CELEBRATIONS
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Post Birthdays Auxiliary Birthdays

Theda Klein


Betty Nelson


Elsie Dikeman


Monica Trujillo


Colleen Carroll


Dorothy Posson


Mary Frick


Mildred Schlote


John Valdez


Brittany Davies


Mariea Vigil


Elsie DeHerrera


Barbara Smith


Deborah Sorensen


Diana Rodriguez


Marlene Basta


Frank Delvescovo


Ruth Neuroth


MaryAnn Smola


Misty Riedesel


Jose Vigil

Richard Blazick


Robert Kuehster


James Wilkerson


Paul Gremse


Joseph Aden


Daniel Morrosis


Leland Amack


Patrick Bennett


Gilbert Orth


Steven Plant


Michael Park


Lindell Gosney


Nick Herrera


Lynn Peterson


Joseph Sena


Aaron Sallade


Joseph Camarillo


Sean Curley


James Willis


Joseph Hamel


Jeffery Muniz


Wesley Kvasnicka


Donald Morris


Thomas Maddock


David Dempsey


Rolan Romero


Benjamin Garcia


Richard Parr


Carl Smith


Alvin Bowers


Gary Rosenberg


William Albano


Jeremiah Frost

July 2


July 2


July 3


July 5


July 8


July 8


July 9


July 11


July 11


July 16


July 16


July 19


July 19


July 20


July 21


July 27


July 27


July 27


July 27


July 29


July 31

July 1


July 1


July 2


July 2


July 4


July 4


July 7


July 7


July 7


July 8


July 10


July 11


July 11


July 11


July 12


July 14


July 15


July 15


July 16


July 16


July 18


July 19


July 19


July 20


July 22


July 22


July 23


July 24


July 25


July 25


July 26


July 29


July 31










