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We have an updated website thanks to our Commander Todd Van Sant. 
Please check out our website to see the latest events and happenings.

Todd Van Sant Concetta Kile

December 2022Monthly Newsletter

Shawn Jones Rachel Rodgers

Paul Gremse Shelly Hall

Lynn Peterson Debbie Blesh

Daniel Micka

Bill MasonMarvin Garcia

Lisa Bernhardt

Senior Vice Commander Senior Vice President

Junior Vice Commander Junior Vice President

Quartermaster Treasurer

Chaplain

SecritaryAdjutant

Chaplain

Auxiliary Officers

https://vfw9644.org/

https://vfw9644.org/


December 2022Monthly Newsletter

DONATE TO POST 9644

Red Oak Claims donated $360 for website advertising

Use the QR Code to donate to your local veterans through your 

VFW Post. Donations go directly to veterans in need.

Red Oak Claims

Donate to VFW 9644

RED OAK CLAIMS is a Colorado based company that is proud to support your VFW! Our expertise is serving 

as advocates for policyholders. If a property owner is facing an extensive property loss and claim, our team 

would work on behalf of the insured to ensure that they receive a favorable settlement in a timely manner. Our 

role is to prepare, present and negotiation the claim, always with the insured’s best interest in mind. We are 

licensed by the Division of Insurance as Public Adjusters. By the nature of our license, we always work for the 

policyholder. We never work for the insurance companies as that would be a conflict of interest. RED OAK 

CLAIMS is your claim advocate! COMPASSION FOR YOU. AUTHORITY FOR YOUR CLAIM


(This QR Code will take you to PayPal where 

you can add your donation.)



By Todd Van Sant

From the Commander

POST VIEWS

First off, happy 75th Anniversary to everyone – we celebrate our 75th Anniversary on December 2nd with our 

Anniversary and Membership Dinner. The Verle Huffman post was opened by charter on December 2, 1947, 

and instituted the next day on December 3, 1947, with 33 charter members. The post was originally on King 

Street but moved to its current location in 1948. Post 9644 has a history of leading Colorado in membership 

numbers. The post was named for Verle J Huffman who joined the service on January 29, 1937, at Fort Logan 

in Colorado. Verle served for 3 years before reenlisting. Verle was a member of the 2nd Engineers. Verle was 

reported missing in action on May 7, 1942. Verle passed away on June 16, 1942, while a prisoner of war of the 

Japanese military prisoner at the Cabanatuan Camp in the Philippine Islands.



75 years ago, Harry Truman (US Army WW1 veteran) was president (1945-1953, #33). In 1947, there was no 

vice-president of the United States due to the accession of Harry Truman to president (before the 25th 

amendment). In February, Edwin Land demonstrates the first “instant camera” – which would become the 

Polaroid Land Camera. In March of 1947, the Cold War begun with the announcement of the Truman Doctrine 

– This wouldn’t end until 1991. In April of 1947, Jackie Robinson (US Army veteran) took the field for the 

Brooklyn Dodgers, breaking the color barrier in baseball. In May of 1947, the film Miracle on 34th Street was 

first shown in theaters. In June of 1947, U.S. Secretary of State George C Marshall (US Army Philippine-

American War, WW1, WW2, Chinese Civil War, and Korean War Veteran) announced the “Marshall Plan” 

expressing the urgent need for the United States to help Europe recover from the devastation of World War II 

which was ratified one year later giving over $12 billion in aid to help rebuild Europe. In July of 1947, an 

unknown object crashed in the general vicinity of Roswell, New Mexico creating the Roswell UFO incident. In 

October, Chuck Yeager (US Air Force WW2, Korean, and Vietnam War veteran) became the first person to 

break the sound barrier. In November of 1947, the Hughes H-4 Hercules (known as the Spruce Goose) became 

airborne (some say accidentally) in a one-mile flight. In baseball in 1947, the New York Yankees won the World 

Series, and the New York Cubans won the Negro World Series. In basketball in 1947, the Philadelphia Warriors 

won the BAA (NBA) championship. In Ice Hockey in 1947, the Toronto Maple Leafs won the Stanley Cup. In 

Football in 1947, the Chicago Cardinals (now the Arizona Cardinals) won the NFL Championship. The average 

car costs $1,300 and the average cost of a new home was $6,600. The average annual salary was $2,850. A 

gallon of gas was $0.15, a postage stamp was $0.03, and a loaf of bread was $0.13. In 1947, a 12-inch 

television cost $445 ($4,027 in today’s money). In 1947, a computer costs $500,000 ($4,524,664 in today’s 

money) – it weighed 31 tons, and it could calculate 5,000 addition problems per second (today we can do 

billions of operations per second). John Lennon, Ringo Starr, Nancy Sinatra, Frankie Avalon, Bruce Lee, Ted 

Danson, Greg Allman, Vincent Matthews, Jeff Lynne, and Chuck Norris were born.



A few of you have been here for many of those 75 years. You’ve seen the post go through several evolutionary 

changes in all the commanders we’ve had. The good times, the bad times, and the COVID times. The reason 

we’re still here is a testament to you and all the volunteer hours, donations, and work put into this place. We 

will be here another 75 years!
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED
The month of December is special! We have so much happening this month through the first of the year. If you 

haven’t subscribed to our newsletter, please subscribe. It’s how we keep you notified of what we’re doing and 

how you can participate. We also post a lot of it on our Facebook page, so follow us there as well!


Next month, we officially move on to 2023 – if 2022 was any indicator, 2023 will be a huge year for our post. 

Stay tuned. There are big, exciting things brewing – but they always are, aren’t there?


By Lynn Peterson

From the Quartermaster

Rapidly closing in on another years end. Wow, where did the time go? In November we honored all our military 

veterans on Veterans Day weekend, traditionally, with our annual Buddy Poppy events at three local Littleton/

Lakewood area King Soopers. Accordingly, of special acknowledgement, thanks to our Post Buddy Poppy 

volunteers; as well as, Special Thanks to Miss Avery Todd, 4th grader at Addenbrooke Classical Elementary 

School, who paid special tribute by impromptu solo singing Military Service song at our King Soopers Kipling & 

Flordia Buddy Poppy site. Awesome Pics included.



Looking ahead, stay tuned……Lots of upcoming Post events….December: 75th Post Anniversary Celebration, 

Kids & Post Member Christmas activities, etc. Visit vfw9644.org for details. Come visit/participate.



In closing, as always….Thanks in your membership, support & participation; adding value to our prized Post 

9644. That’s All Folks!!


http://vfw9644.org
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By Lynn Peterson

From the Quartermaster

In December we honor & pay tribute to our Post 9644 Members, with Milestone Memberships. We now 

acknowledge, list & give appreciation to our 2022 VFW Post 9644 members, with joined VFW Membership of  

5 - 60 years, as follows:

POST MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES

5 Year Awards

25 Year Awards

45 Year Awards

10 Year Awards

30 Year Awards

50 Year Awards

15 Year Awards

35 Year Awards

55 Year Awards 60 Year Awards

20 Year Awards

40 Year Awards

Dionisio Blan


Joseph Hamel


David Hill


Mark Nickell


Irma Vasquez


Bache Whitlock


Robert Barber 


Terry Jones 


Kenneth Kingsley 


Don Lightfoot 


Rolan Romero 


Joseph Schiel 


Dennis Strecker


Clifford Heitzman


Robert Powell


Bennie Trujillo


Alfonso Vigil


Jason Abbey


James Armagost


Christopher Basquez


Ted Childs


Carl Cozine


Howard Hanson


Darell Larson


Clifford Linhardt


Kenneth Moyer


James O'Donnell


Theodore Taylor


Duane Tarket

BJ McGee


Floyd Nuss

James Cardinal Robert 

Cecil Rory Mathias 

Zebulon Mongelli 

William Orlowski Daniel 

Schmick Victor Vargas 

James Wilkerson


Walter Allen


Cyrus Henman

William Brewer


Mark Rawdon

John Vaglienti

Ellen Baker Kenneth 

Bernhardt Dennis 

Cushman Duane 

Cybyske Jeremiah 

Frost Kyle Harvey 

James Johnson 


Tom Keeton 


James McDonald 

Donald Peters 


Lester Petersen 


James Phenix 


David Spies 


Kenneth Strother 


GaryWilliams


Donald Black


Jerry Cutshaw


Neil Fell


Charles Hague


Bryan McGee


Jon Miller


Warren Tellgren 


Barton Trujillo




AUXILIARY VIEWS
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By Rachel Rogers

From the Junior Vice President

The Children’s Christmas Party is on December 10, 2022 from 10am to 1pm. We look forward to having all the 

kids back to have crafts, games, tie dye and Santa Claus!! We are also needing volunteers to assist with the 

different stations available we will need help at the post starting at 8am to set up for the party. Please come if 

you are available.



There are also a lot of scholarship/contest opportunities available for all ages! Please see all the below 

information for all the fun that kids can do to win money!_

� The VFW Auxiliary Continuing Education Scholarship which is open to those who wish to further their 

education by pursuing a college degree or a career direction at a vocational/technical school. This is ONLY 

available to the member, spouse, son or daughter of the member & the member must have been a member 

of the VFW Auxiliary for 1 year by the application date. It is $1,000 scholarship to be used in the academic 

year following the completion of the contest. This is due to the National Headquarters by February 15th. 

Here is the site for the fillable application for the scholarship: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/

new-Continuing-Education-Scholarship-application.pdf



For children in K to 12 there are a few contests available for both art and singing. All of the following are due 

to the local VFW by March 31st. Please see the information for the different grades that are eligible for each of 

the contestsa

� The first is “Illustrating America”. This is an art contest for students in grades K through 8th. All art must be 

submitted by March 31st to the VFW 9644. This is the site for the fillable application for this contest: 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Illustrating-America-entry-form.pdS

� The second is “Getting Excited for the Red, White & Blue!”. This is a national anthem singing contest for 

youth in grades K-12. All entries need to be into the VFW 9644 by March 31st. This is the site for a fillable 

application for this contest: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-

Contest-entry-form-1.pdS

� The third is a 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest Scholarship. This is open to all students (including home-

schooled) in grades 9 through 12. The deadline for submissions is March 31st, 2023. There are multiple 

amounts that are available based on the place of the art piece. Here is the site for the fillable application for 

this contest: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-3-Dimensional-Patriotic-Art-entry-form.pdf


https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Continuing-Education-Scholarship-application.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Continuing-Education-Scholarship-application.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Illustrating-America-entry-form.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-Contest-entry-form-1.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-Contest-entry-form-1.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-3-Dimensional-Patriotic-Art-entry-form.pdf


AUXILIARY VIEWS CONTINUED
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By Deb Blesh

From the Treasurer

Season’s Greetings. Our post has seen so much progress and growth this year. As we look back there have 

been repairs, improvements, new traditions and many new friends. Though at times things have been 

challenging, we are blessed by the progress, events and celebrations we have enjoyed. There are still more to 

come this month. Hope you will all be able to come in and enjoy them.



Our Auxiliary was the first one to reach 100% membership in District 10 with the addition of our new members. 

We still need 8 more unpaid members to send in their dues in order for them to remain a member in good 

standing.



Our meals on Tuesday are steady and participants are having a good time with Tuesday bingo.


I want to wish everyone a very Happy Holiday season filled with love peace and many blessings



� The forth is a 2-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest. This is open to all students (including home-schooled) in 

grades 9 through 12. There are multiple amounts that are available based on the place of the art piece. The 

deadline for submissions is March 31st, 2023. Here is the site for the fillable application for this contest: 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-entry-

form.pdf


https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-entry-form.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-entry-form.pdf
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By Deb Blesh

From the Treasurer

In December we honor & pay tribute to our Auxiliary 9644 Members, with Milestone Memberships. We now 

acknowledge, list & give appreciation to our 2022 VFW Auxiliary 9644 members, with joined VFW Membership 

of 5 - 60 years, as follows:

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
MILESTONES

5 Year Awards

25 Year Awards

45 Year Awards

10 Year Awards

30 Year Awards

50 Year Awards

15 Year Awards

35 Year Awards

55 Year Awards

20 Year Awards

40 Year Awards

Brock Engle,


Pablo Espinoza


Mary Fisher


Mae Gutierrez


Letitia Herrera


Ron LaPerle


Cathie Nickell


Sue Reichert


Jayda Riedesel


Roberta Sherman


Deborah Sorensen


Shelly Cordova


Carol Corsaut


Amanda Czarnek


Karen Davidsmeyer


Kay Drake


Christina Draper


Donell Kotowski


Terri Lieby


Sherry Rock


Dorothy Schiel


Colleen Daniel


Mariea Vigil


Deborah Connelly


Megan Mason


Vicki Rodriquez


Valerie Katich


Michelle Hall


Valerie Bomgardner 


Suzanne Knowles


Dorothy Posson, 


Else Rodriguez


Paula Hohn

Donna Krieg


Barbara Sanders


Andrea Archuleta, 


Mary Carter


MJ Davies


Elsie Dikeman


Roberta Duquette


Elizabeth Flanagan


Holly Flanagan


Judy McNeely


Colette Scott


Linda Scrivner


Elaine Spies


Jacquelyn Stansberry


Heather Wagner


Colleen Gilmore


Tina Mabe


Ruble Montgomery
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Gary Guenther Robert Holman Daniel Morrosis

United States Air Force


New Post Member


Denver, CO

United States Navy/Air Force


New Post Member


Aurora, CO

United States Navy


New Post Member


Thornton, CO

WELCOME TO THE POST

Joseph Camarillo David Escudero

United States Army


Transfer Post Member


Denver, CO

United States Marine Corps


Transfer Post Member


Highlands Ranch, CO

New Auxiliary Members

Chris Kile


Machelle Broughton


Colleen Carroll


Cynthia Dietz


Patricia Fatchaline


Jesse Fish


Teresa Howell-Longfellow


Dennis Johnson


Rebecca Martinez


Roberta Martinez-Ortiz


Alejandro Rivera


Fremilyn Cutshaw








