
VFW 9644 NEWSLETTER

NEWS, VIEWS, AND HAPPENINGS

Verle Huffman VFW 9644 & VFW Auxiliary

Award-winning VFW, est. 1947, closest Post to Fort Logan National Cemetery


VFW Post Officers

Commander

Post Address

Post Phone Number

2680 W Hampden Ave,  
Sheridan, CO 80110


(303) 789-9733


President

We have an updated website thanks to our Commander Todd Van Sant. 
Please check out our website to see the latest events and happenings.

Todd Van Sant Concetta Kile

January 2023Monthly Newsletter

Shawn Jones Rachel Rodgers

Paul Gremse Shelly Hall

Lynn Peterson Debbie Blesh

Daniel Micka

Bill MasonMarvin Garcia

Lisa Bernhardt

Senior Vice Commander Senior Vice President

Junior Vice Commander Junior Vice President

Quartermaster Treasurer

Chaplain

SecritaryAdjutant

Chaplain

Auxiliary Officers

https://vfw9644.org/

https://vfw9644.org/


By Todd Van Sant

From the Commander

POST VIEWS

With a new year comes a bunch of new starts, new promises, and new goals. This year is no different! If you 

want to make real change, you have to take some real steps - and this year, we need to take those steps. 


Let me explain, but first - welcome to 2023!



Now, in no particular order…



Let’s start with membership.


I don’t just mean the list of members that this newsletter goes to - those numbers are indeed important! What 

is also important, are those that show up. We have a great core group of members that come to the post. Of 

those members, we have a group that volunteers their time, money, and/or energy to make the post and 

auxiliary successful. We need to work on growing the population of membership in all categories.


I’ve tasked the participation/membership committee to take the lead on this charge. The increase in 

membership must also increase the participation in everything we do as a post and auxiliary. They meet every 

other Monday at 6pm in the canteen. Their next meeting is on the 16th of January - consider joining!



Next up is the building.


We purchased this building back in 1948. Some of the building is original to 1948. There were (from what I can 

tell or have been told) two additions to the building - one was sometime in the 1960’s (the dance hall), and the 

other was around the 1980’s (the west extension). One of the jobs of the administration of the post is to keep 

and upkeep the building. There is plenty to do to the building to maintain it. From upgrading the mechanical 

systems to updating the look and feel to keep up with the times. The latter part of this is less popular as 

change can be jarring - but it is as important as the former part. If we are going to achieve our goals, we need 

to keep working on ensuring the building looks good, and is able to maintain our operational abilities!


There is much to do to whip the building into shape - and this will cost money, time, and calling on several 

favors. I’m working on several ideas here, but could use some advice, help, etc. I’m considering creating a 

building committee to begin taking on the charge of the work that must be performed. Let me know if you are 

interested in this.



The third topic is our activities.


We have the usual suspects this year such as the 3rd Annual Car Show, different parties, volunteer events, 

and even our meals. We need to make the most of these events to support our other goals. Successful events 

increase membership numbers, and raise money for both the post and for veterans in need.


Most of our larger events have committee meetings to ensure their success. If you are interested in joining one 

of these committees, let me know.
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The fourth goal is our purpose.


To support active duty military, veterans, and their families as well as our community. From our poppy drives, 

to outreach, food and clothing drives, our annual CABA airlift - this is where our focus should be.



Finally, the goal of camaraderie.


This is what you find every time you walk through the doors of the post. This is how we treat each other while 

we are there. We need to treat each other better - this will be a big goal for 2023!



A path to get there.


I have been mulling over the idea of starting a 501 (c) (3) foundation - the VFW Post 9644 Foundation. The 

idea is to be able to apply for and get grant money. In our current configuration, we do not qualify for most 

federal, state, corporate, and other grants as they are reserved for 501 (c) (3) exempt organizations, and we 

are a lesser known 501 (c) (19) veteran organization. The addition of this organization will allow us to bolster 

many of our goals listed above. We could apply for building repair, upgrade, or energy efficiency grants for the 

building’s upkeep. We could use grant money to purchase the vacant land behind us. We can apply for 

software grants to help increase our membership numbers. Even increasing our support dollars is an option 

for this organization. I will be bringing this topic up at the January meeting - which may have occurred before 

this newsletter hits your desk - BUT - If any of you have any desire or ability to help in this area, see me. It’s 

my opinion that this could help across several verticals in what we have in front of us.



The upcoming year is exciting in several ways. If we are able to accomplish what I think we must, then we will 

be a stronger post at the end of it. Accomplishing these goals will take the help of more than the usual 

suspects. There are around 375 members of the post, and nearly equal number of auxiliary members. With 

upwards of 800 members on both sides, and a larger than usual number of volunteers, donators or 

supporters, we will achieve our goals.



I’ll end this here as I’m getting wordy. Do me a favor, attend a meeting this year (first Wednesday of every 

month at 7pm). Come to a dinner or an event you previously have not attended. Volunteer at the poppy drive, 

show up at the car show, or donate a few bucks this year. Invite a friend or family member to join the VFW or 

the Auxiliary this year. If I can get half of you to do just a few of these things, 2023 will be a much better year!



Happy New Year, and have a safe and wonderful 2023!
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POST VIEWS CONTINUED

By Lynn Peterson

From the Quartermaster

Dear Post 9644 & Auxiliary Members:



It’s here….2023…ready or not, the time has arrived in “Turning over a new leaf (year)! Forget the hindsight, 

look forward for another challenging year, filled with hopeful positive’s. How bout…Starting out, on the right or 

left foot….in cadence, your left, your right, your left, right, left….by visiting our/your Post Home. “Welcome 

Home” Veterans (and Families). Hope to see ya soon. Lots of events & activities. So what’s new….With You? 

With Post? Come see, share & participate. You’ll be most Welcomed & glad you did.



On another note, welcome US Army veteran Gary Bean & wife, as New Post & Auxiliary Life Members. Thanks 

for your current patronage; interestingly, rewarded by recently winning some $$$, as first-timers to our Tuesday 

evening Bingo event. So a Call to Action for all you others to come…..bring another veteran, relative, neighbor 

or friend, as well.



IMPORTANTLY…..Post Monday Bingo at Barrys Bingo, 1860 S. Federal Blvd., Denver, CO 80219. Come one, 

come all….TWO MUST GO Progressive Game Jackpots on Monday, January 9, 2023. Doors open at 10:30AM; 

Bingo begins at 12Noon - 2PM. MUST GO Jackpots of $9,250.00+ & $2,850.00+.



ALSO, Post Tuesday Bingo @ Post 9844. MUST GO Progressive Bingo Jackpot on Tuesday, January 10, 2023. 

Dinner at 5PM, with bingo session starting at 6PM. MUST GO Jackpot of $2,970.00.



Moving right along, lastly, with an appreciated glance backward……A Special Thanks to all, for your Post 

viist(s) during our 75th Post Anniversary & the Holidays, as well. Great to see you & Keep it up! Thanks too for 

your presents, but mostly your “Presence.”



In closing, as always….Thanks in your membership, support & participation; adding value to our prized Post 

9644.



Short, sweet & to the point…..That’s all Folks!!



AUXILIARY VIEWS
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By Concetta Kile

From the President

It's hard to believe 2023 is already here. We have done so much for our Post, our veterans and their families in 

2022 that it might be hard to match or exceed in 2023.



As the new year is upon us I'd like to take this opportunity to thank each of you (my post family) for the love 

and support you have given to me over the past year and especially this past month. December is not a good 

time to have major surgery. We had so much going on last month and I felt I couldn't support everything. All of 

you amazed me by stepping up even though no one asked you too. That has really humbled me. You are my 

brothers and sisters, my family, and when I needed you most you were there. Thank you doesn't say enough.



As we move forward in 2023 I ask that each of you continue to support the post and auxiliary in any way you 

can. It's the little things that mean the most. May God bless us all.

By Rachel Rogers

From the Junior Vice President

Thank you all that came and celebrated for the Children Christmas Party! We had a blast with Santa, games, 

arts and tie dye. We hope to see everyone next year for all the fun that we will be having.


There are also a lot of scholarship/contest opportunities available for all ages! Please see all the below 

information for all the fun that kids can do to win money!¦

� The VFW Auxiliary Continuing Education Scholarship which is open to those who wish to further their 

education by pursuing a college degree or a career direction at a vocational/technical school. This is ONLY 

available to the member, spouse, son or daughter of the member & the member must have been a member 

of the VFW Auxiliary for 1 year by the application date. It is $1,000 scholarship to be used in the academic 

year following the completion of the contest. This is due to the National Headquarters by February 15th. 

Here is the site for the fillable application for the scholarship: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/

new-Continuing-Education-Scholarship-application.pdf



https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Continuing-Education-Scholarship-application.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Continuing-Education-Scholarship-application.pdf
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For children in K to 12 there are a few contests available for both art and singing. All of the following are due 

to the local VFW by March 31st. Please see the information for the different grades that are eligible for each of 

the contestsI

> The first is “Illustrating America”. This is an art contest for students in grades K through 8th. All art must be 

submitted by March 31st to the VFW 9644. This is the site for the fillable application for this contest: 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Illustrating-America-entry-form.pdO

> The second is “Getting Excited for the Red, White & Blue!”. This is a national anthem singing contest for 

youth in grades K-12. All entries need to be into the VFW 9644 by March 31st. This is the site for a fillable 

application for this contest: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-

Contest-entry-form-1.pdO

> The third is a 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest Scholarship. This is open to all students (including home-

schooled) in grades 9 through 12. The deadline for submissions is March 31st, 2023. There are multiple 

amounts that are available based on the place of the art piece. Here is the site for the fillable application 

for this contest: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-3-Dimensional-Patriotic-Art-entry-

form.pdO

> The forth is a 2-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest. This is open to all students (including home-schooled)a

> in grades 9 through 12. There are multiple amounts that are available based on the place of the art piece.a

> The deadline for submissions is March 31st, 2023. Here is the site for the fillable application for this 

contest: https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-

entry-form.pdf

https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Illustrating-America-entry-form.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-Contest-entry-form-1.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Red-White-and-Blue-Singing-Contest-entry-form-1.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-3-Dimensional-Patriotic-Art-entry-form.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-3-Dimensional-Patriotic-Art-entry-form.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-entry-form.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/new-Young-American-Creative-Patriotic-Art-Contest-entry-form.pdf
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75th POST ANNIVERSARY



Karaoke Night

Game Night

VFW HAPPENINGS

BURGERS, BINGO AND BEER NIGHT
Every Tuesday starting at 5pm

GAME NIGHT
Every Thursday starting at 6pm

FRIDAY PM & SUNDAY AM MEALS
Friday starting at 5pm & Sunday starting at 9am

KARAOKE NIGHT
Every third Saturday starting at 6pm
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Wreaths Across 
America

VFW CALENDAR 

SunSatFriThuWedTueMon

8765432
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22212019181716

29282726252423

543213130

2023January

Future dates to be aware of

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Breakfast

9:00 am

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Friday Night Dinner

5:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Karaoke Night

6:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Game Night

6:00 pm

Post & Aux Meeting

7:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Burgers, Bingo, Beer

5:00 pm

Food Meetings Post Events Calendar Events
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Lunar New Year

Martin Luther King  
Jr. Day

VFW Post 9644 100th Anniversary  -  Dec 2047 (seeing if you are still paying attention )



January 2023Monthly Newsletter

DONATE TO POST 9644

Red Oak Claims donated $360 for website advertising

Use the QR Code to donate to your local veterans through your 

VFW Post. Donations go directly to veterans in need.

Red Oak Claims

Donate to VFW 9644

RED OAK CLAIMS is a Colorado based company that is proud to support your VFW! Our expertise is serving 

as advocates for policyholders. If a property owner is facing an extensive property loss and claim, our team 

would work on behalf of the insured to ensure that they receive a favorable settlement in a timely manner. Our 

role is to prepare, present and negotiation the claim, always with the insured’s best interest in mind. We are 

licensed by the Division of Insurance as Public Adjusters. By the nature of our license, we always work for the 

policyholder. We never work for the insurance companies as that would be a conflict of interest. RED OAK 

CLAIMS is your claim advocate! COMPASSION FOR YOU. AUTHORITY FOR YOUR CLAIM


(This QR Code will take you to PayPal where 

you can add your donation.)




