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VFW POST 9644 NEWSLETTER

NEWS, VIEWS, AND HAPPENINGS

Verle Huffman VFW 9644 & VFW Auxiliary

Award-winning VFW, est. 1947, Closest Post to Fort Logan National Cemetery

VFW Post Officers Auxiliary Officers
Commander Todd Van Sant President John Whisler
Senior Vice Commander Senior Vice President Bill Mason
Junior Vice Commander Gary Bean Junior Vice President Rachel Rodgers
Quartermaster Lynn Peterson Treasurer Debra Blesh
Chaplain Robert Derrera Chaplain Lisa Bernhardt
Adjutant Marvin Garcia Secretary Concetta Kile

Post Address
2680 W Hampden Ave
Sheridan, CO 80110 We have an updated website thanks to our Commander, Todd Van Sant.

Please check it out to see the latest events and happenings.

Post Phone Number https://www.vfw9644.0rg
(303) 789-9733
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Todd Van Sant
Post 9644
Commander

Refffles < 50/50

As the days get shorter and nights
get cooler, we're moving away from
the hottest months. This means the
slow-paced summer days will soon
be behind us, and busier winter days
are on the horizon.

At your VFW Post, there's something
happening every week! We've got
Monday Night Football during football
season. Tuesdays are for Bingo and
dinner. Thursdays are game nights.
On Fridays, we enjoy dinner togeth-
er. And Sunday mornings kick off
with breakfast. Plus, the first
Wednesday of each month is when
we hold our important post and auxil-
iary meetings at 7 pm (starting with a
free pizza dinner at 5:30 pm).

We recently had a helpful planning
meeting. We sorted out our meals
from September to December.
Thanks to everyone who came and
volunteered. We're excited to see
what delicious meals you'll bring to
us this year! If you're interested in
helping with meal prep, check the
website calendar and get in touch
with the person in charge of that
meal. Even simple tasks like washing
dishes or cleaning up afterward are
really appreciated.

Have you heard about our 3rd Annu-
al Patriots Day Car Show? It's hap-
pening on September 9th. Paul and
the gang have worked hard for the
past couple of months to make this
car show awesome (if the weather

VFW Post 9644

3rd Annual Patriots Day
CAR SHOW

Saturday, September 9th 2023

$zo 00 Entry Fee
Registration at 8am
Dre-Registration available at www.vfw9644.org

fe0d = Ditlts

Taoghias - & FOR MORE INFO:

Joel Knutson @ 303.547.2448

Vendons Michael Shaug @ 303.232.6658

“Maverick Mike"

cooperates). There'll be cool cars,
vendors, and tasty food around the
post. Come and support us! You'll find
the details in the advertisement be-
low.

We've been lucky lately with some big
jackpots in our Queen of Clubs and
Bingo games. It's impressive how
quickly those jackpots can grow once
they get started. Congrats to the win-
ners of both games!

Lastly, let's talk about our monthly
meeting. This is where we make deci-
sions for the post and auxiliary. Some
folks want to change things or have
strong feelings about post rules or
customs. The only way to make
changes is to come to a meeting and
discuss it. We want to hear your ideas
and suggestions! We need you at the
meetings to help us decide where to
go. Please think about coming and
letting us know what you think!

Thanks to all of you for everything you
do here — whether it's cooking, tend-
ing the bar, cleaning, managing, or
volunteering. Our post is a bunch of
good people doing good things for our
community! I'm proud to call VFW
Post 9644 home!

T LN
RAFELE

2 GUNS
1 RAFFL =
$10 PER TICKE

@

DRAWING TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH

DON'T NEED TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

~ WINNER MUST SUCCESSFULLY PASS CBI BACKGROUND CHECK
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Lynn Peterson
VFW Post 9644
Quartermaster

Dear Post 9644 & Auxiliary Mem-
bers:

As you read this, I'm pleasantly en-
joying a family out-of-town 5-day get-
away, with wife Kris, son

Joel & grandson Skyler. On a whim
& in fulfillment of a promise to grand-
son, as you can guess, taking in
some baseball, but instead of Coors
Field, at San Diego Padres Petco
Park game, along with visits to other
iconic San Diego sights & activi-
ties.....my 1st trip/visit to California.

Also, while in California, spending
valued time with my 54-year long
Best Buddy/Army Comrade,

a San Luis Valley Antonito, Colorado
native, Jose Martinez, to celebrate
their 31st wedding anniversary. My
best & shared “country bumpkin/
diamond in the ruff’ friend; uniquely
established, while together in the US
Army. In 1969, two young men, |
from the Wisconsin dairyland MId-
west & he from small rural Southern
Colorado did met...... to date.

Now then, returning back & moving
forward.....in follow up from our suc-

cessful August Post Pig Feast/Roast;
Thanks to All volunteers. Now, antici-
pating a “Good Weather” day for our
September 9th 3rd Annual Car Show.
Mark your calendar. See ya There....for
some “Oldies, but Goodies”; which in-
cludes both cars & most Post/Auxiliary
members, as well.

Additionally, congratulations to our re-
cent Post Tuesday Progressive Bingo
$$$ winner: Auxiliary member Val Bom-
gardner. Also, for Queen of Clubs no
winner as this newsletter is being sent
out, with potential “Drinks on the
House” offerings??? Stay tuned, so, be
at the Post

In closing, see ya back at the Ranch
(Post). That’s all folks!! Again, Thanks
for your membership, support & partici-
pation; adding value to our prized Post
9644.

Lynn E. Peterson

QM, VFW Post 9644
lepeterson47@comcast.net
720-292-6992

MONTHLY

MEETING

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH
9:30PM FREE PIZZA
7PM POST/AUXILIARY
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Gary Bean
VFW Post 9644
Jr Vice Commander

From the desk of Your Jr. Vice-

Commander:

Sept is already here!!! Hello Com-
rades of the Verle Huffman VFW Post
9644, Sheridan, Colorado... | do like
the way that it sounds..

Things to watch for this month:

e Sept 1 ~ Steak and or shrimp
night from 5pm-7pm - Queen of
clubs also at 7pm.

e Sept 4 ~ Labor Day Canteen will
open at 12pm and Food will be
served at 2pm. Bring a side dish or
dessert to share. Hamburgers, Hot
Dogs & Brats will be provided by
the Post.

e Sept 9 ~ 3rd Annual Patriots Day
Car Show from 10am to 2om.
Cars, Motorcycles, Food, Lemon-
ade, Gun Raffle, Vendors, & Raf-
fles. Come see the cars that we
have lined up.

e Sept 12 ~ Sheridan School Board
meeting at 5:45pm to 6pm. We will
be on the schedule (so they say).
Please can we get a group of
members wearing the VFW or mili-
tary shirts or hats? Bingo will start
when we get back to the Post.

e Sept 13 ~ Colorado Rockies vs
Chicago Cubs - We will meet
11:30am to 12pm at the post.
Leaving at noon for the 1:10
Game. $12.00 per ticket

e Sept 30 ~ Sheridan Celebrates
9am to 3pm - more info to come
later. We need help to (build the
float weekend of 9.16), man the
booth at the festival, be on the
float for the parade. More fun is
promised on 9.30.2023.

o Sept and Oct ~ Still have time for
the VOD & Patriots Pen scholar-
ships. Ask me, I'll give you a flyer.

| really enjoyed the gathering for the
Bingo and Friday Night Dinner. The
Queen of Clubs has brought out the
friends and Members. | would like to
see more of all the faces at our
events. Our Post is made up of You
and You and even You. So please
continue to make the time more en-
joyable for all by attending. Support
the Post, meet new friends and regu-
lar ones.

Bring new Veterans so we can grow
the Post and Auxiliary. Yes and
come to the Post meetings on
Wednesday, September 6th at 7pm
Pizza is served at 5:30pm. If you like
something that is happening, come
support the idea, if you don't like
something then come make a
change. We can only be as good as
our members make it. Your idea of
an event or fundraiser for the Vets is
what we are here to do. Have fun
with it. If there is something you
would like changed so you will be
willing to come more often; let me
know and we can figure out how to
approach the body to make it a reali-
ty. Nothing can be changed if we
don't have the support to change it. If
you know someone who is upset
about how things are done, bring
them to the Meeting on the 6th. Let's
show the body what you would like to
change and if enough of the mem-
bers at the meeting agree then
change will happen. The meetings
are run by the Members. Everyone
will have a voice.

Thanks you and have a safe trip to
and from all your destinations

Gary Bean
glb3410@gmail.com
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Paul Gremse
VFW Post 9644
Service Officer

“No One Does More For Veterans”!
That’s our mantra!

As your newly appointed Service Of-
ficer, my job is to help you realize all
the benefits you’'ve earned while serv-

. ing our great nation. And, you have my

pledge; | will do that. Yet, as a mem-
ber of our great organization, we still
need to serve. Too many of our broth-

.. ers and sisters in arms have or are

falling through the cracks. We can’t let
that happen!

For almost 15 years after retiring from
service with our Air Force, | served
veterans on the county, then state as
a Service Officer in another state, and
finally the federal level here in Denver.
| was humbled to learn the hell too
many went through but rewarded with
the ability to help them find justice and
their most deserving compensation.
But, that was almost 15 years ago.
Yet, | am in still contact with our VA
and afforded opportunities for us to
serve our fellow veterans. It’s just not
as personal and upfront as it once
was.

Case in point: the following is an ex-
cerpt of an email | recently received
from our local VA hospital; Rocky
Mountain Regional Healthcare Center:

Up Coming Events:

Homeless Veteran Stand Down: The
VA Community Referral and Resource
Center (VA CRRC) located at 3836
York Street, Denver, CO 80205 will be
the host site for a veterans homeless

for Friday, September 22nd at the PFC
Floyd K Lindstrom VA Clinic in Colora-
do Springs.

Eastern Colorado Health Care System
Suicide Prevention Summit: The sum-
mit on veteran suicide prevention will
be on Friday September 22nd 2023
from 10:30am to 1:30pm in the medical
center auditorium. Volunteers are
needed for a variety of tasks to include
set up, tear down, way finding, and
general support.

Veterans Activities Week: This is an
opportunity for our post to participate in
the annual Veterans week celebration,
November 6th thru November 11th,
2023. Spots are filling up fast!

Sign Up Genius: If you wish to sign up
to help for the Stand Down, Suicide
Prevention or the Baby Shower, there
are links to sign up genius below.
They always need the help.

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10CO0C4FA5AF2A1-crrc (Stand
Down)

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10COC4FA5AF2A1-packing
(Suicide Prevention Packing Party)
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10CO0C4FA5AF2A1-southern (Baby
Shower)

Donation Needs: They can always
use donations of the following items:

Fidget Mats

Move In Kits (The Auxiliary’s Deb
Blesh and Rachel Rodgers led an ef-
fort to donate 10 of these Move In Kits

stand down to help homeless veterans just a few months ago)

with a variety of services and program.
The event is scheduled for Thursday,
September 14th 2023. Volunteers are
needed to help. If you've never at-
tended a Stand Down, you should. It’s
a humbling and rewarding opportunity!

Baby Shower: The annual Women’s
Veterans Baby Shower is scheduled

Back Packs — Back packs filled with
hygiene items and non-perishable
snacks would be great!

Adult activity books and coloring books
along with pens, color pencils, pencil
sharpeners, colored sharpies

Volunteer Opportunities: The following
volunteer opportunities are available.
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Volunteer Opportunities: The follow-
ing volunteer opportunities are availa-
ble.

VIST (Visual Impairment Services
Team) Coordinator assistant (Jewell)
MOVE (Weight Management Pro-
gram) Program (Jewell)

Moving Veterans into new apartments
Laboratory Assistant

Pharmacy administration

Fleet manager volunteer
Compassionate contact Corp
Remember Our Veterans Program
Fort Logan Information Center Volun-
teer

Reminder calls

| want to highlight the “The Compas-
sionate Contact Corps”. This is a virtu-
al social prescription program where
trained volunteers are matched with
Veterans that are experiencing loneli-
ness or are socially isolated. The vol-
unteer typically calls the Veteran
weekly for 15—60 minutes to provide
socialization and companionship via
phone or video calls. | know of people

September 2023

in our post who are well-suited for this
job, and after training, you can do it
from home.

Fort Logan is our neighbor. It would
make sense for our post to help sup-
port them.

These aren’t full-time jobs. With few
exceptions you can put in as many or
as few hours as you wish. Again, this
is rewarding work and simultaneously,
you can help our commander and
president achieve All-State. (This is
community service. Be sure to report
your hours at the post.) Please give
these opportunities some considera-
tion. You can call the Volunteer at the
VA for more information: 720-723-
3074.

In the meantime, feel free to reach out
to me if you have questions about your
benefits.

Paul Gremse
Service Officer

Loloresdlo
Jeoclies

VS

Chicago Cubs
Wednesday September 13th @ 1:10PM

MEET AT THE POST @ 12NOON
Tickets are $12 each

Sign-Up Sheet in the Lobby
If you have questions see Gary Bean
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Deb Blesh
VFW Post 9644
Treasurer

Getting ready for September and
maybe some nice fall weather. So
much is happening at the post this
month. Each week Rachel sends a
letter of what happening. Hope
everyone is getting it and saving
the dates for some fun and com-
radery.

Our Auxiliary is doing well and we
are excited to be planning our
events, meals for this half of the
year and our veteran assistance
programs. We are always recruit-
ing and welcoming new members.
We are doing very well here and
getting closer to the required num-
ber for our 100% award.

Letters for dues notices have been
mailed. Please get the 23-34 dues
paid as soon as you can. We
would also like to see you at the
post for our many events, espe-
cially during the upcoming holi-
days.

Our Tuesday dinner and bingo is
doing well, hope you can come

4 Sheridan Eel

Medleual Magu:
i - NEED }zELPI

down any Tuesday from 5-7 p.m. We
usually serve burgers on the 1st
Tuesday of every month. However,
for September we will be doing them
on the 12th due to Labor Day picnic
the day before. The Canteen has the
last Tuesday of the month and if any-
one wants to do a simple meal the
other weeks, please let me know. If
we get enough people, we can
spread out our volunteers and not
have the same people too often.

The Auxiliary offers Bingo at Barry’s
every Thursday and would love to see
you come play with us and support
our mission.

In closing, thank you for all your help
and support, we would not be here
without our Veterans.

Have a safe and cooler September.

Flaat Dewratmq

s

Da df'Event
MANBOOTH - 8:15AM T0 3PM
PARADE - Staging: 9:30am to 11:00am -

Starts at 1lam
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Hello September! e Young American Creative Patriotic
Art Contest (2-D) for grades 9 to

There is so much coming for your 12

youth during the coming months. e lllustrating America Art Contest for

o September 30th is Sheridan grades K to 8 (there are three cat-

Celebrates and we would love egories which are grades K to 2; 3
for volunteers to come be part to 5; and 6 to 8)
of the parade AND we are hav- « Get Excited for the Red, White
ing a booth to assist with mem- and Blue! (The Star Spangle Ban-
bership. ner singing contest) for grades K
e October 21st is the Childrens’ to 12 ( there are two categories
Halloween Party which are grades K to 8 and 9 to
o December 16th will be our Chil- 12)
drens’ Christmas Party More information for these contests
Rachel Rodgers will be available on the vfw9644.org
VFW Post 9644 Information is now out the scholar- website in Programs.
Jr Vice President ships and art contests from Na-

tional. The kids will submit to their For the Patriot’s Pen and Voice of De-
local Post where we will vote on mocracy the QR codes below can be
best to send to Department, at the used by students to submit or the in-
Department Convention is where formation can be found at

others will vote to move to Nation- vfw9644.org in Programs.

al.

We have merchandise available for
A list of the contest are: sale if you would like to show your
o« 3-D Patriotic Art Contest for support for the Post. Please see my-

grades 9to 12 self or bartender to purchase.

2023 - 2024 SCHOLARSHIP
PATRIOT'S PEN AND VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

PATRIOT'S PEN VOICE OF DEMOCRACY

"How ArAe Y°‘.’ In?s'Pired by "What Are the Greatest Attributes
Merical of Our Democracy?"

o Open to 6th, 7th ang 8th grade o Open to students in grades 9 - 12

students enrolled by Oct 31st enrolled by Oct. 31

deadline deadline
o Submit a 300 - 400 word Essay o Submit a 3 - 5 minute audio and
o National Prize is currently $5,000 ' written essay

¢ National Prize is current $35,000

NO ONE DOES MORE FOR VETERANS.
| Scholar's App
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CANTEEN NEWS food is only on the Sunday afternoon

, , , games. First halftime is September
Daily drawing - The rule is that 10th. Here is the halftime food
you myst be presgnt at the F.’OSt schedule for the rest of the season:
home in order to sign the daily ~ 09/17, 10/08, 10/22,10/29, 11/26,
drawing. | know some people sign 12,03 12/10, 12/31. There are a cou-
for their table and that is okay as ple of games that are to be deter-
long as the people they are sign-  ined by the NFL. Come down and
ing and paying for are present. cheer on the Broncos (or your favorite

Also, i know that it is sometimes  toam) and enjoy some good food and
easier to just sign your signature  company!

but it is preferred that you print
your name so there is no question Come down and enjoy breakfast on
Jandra Czarnek as to who it is if they win (or even  Sundays, 9 - noon, Dinner on Friday
VFW Post 9644 if their name is drawn). evening 5-7 p.m.

Canteen Manager

Bronco Games Hope to see you soon.

The canteen will be doing Bronco Jandra
halftime food again this year Canteen Manager
(thanks Frank and Char). Halftime

LABOR DAY

04 SEPTMBER 2023

Giteen Og»ew a1 2pwe
evved Gl 2pie

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs & Brats to
be provided
Please bring a side or dessert
to'share

Tood o be
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We had an amazing turn out for the 2nd Annual
Pig Roast on August 13th 2023. Thank you Jan-
dra, Marsh, Bill, Misty and so many others that
helped with cooking the pig!! Terry L you did
amazing at taking the lead of putting together the
event! You are a rockstar!

We had about 100 people purchase plates for all
the amazing food. Penny Smith and Wally
Smith—THANK YOU for putting on the Pig Races
(substitute for the famous horse races!) All of the
raffle baskets were amazing. Thank you to Mary,
Robin and Nancy for selling the tickets!

The kids had a great time with games, painting
piggy banks and breaking a pinata!!

We look forward to doing this again next year and
to continue to have it be a successful event year
after year!

----

Tuesday Night Bingo progressive black out has We look forward to having everyone still come
been increasing for weeks. On August 22nd the out for Bingo every Tuesday starting at 6pm with
jackpot was finally won by our very own Val B!!
Congratulations on your win!!

Dinner from 5pm to 7pm.
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September

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Froi Sat
1 2
Friday Night DinnerI
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
ISunday Breakfast || Labor Day—Post Dinner/Bingo | Finance Meeting Friday Night DinnerI 3rd Annual Car
open at 12pm, 6pm Show-10am to 2pm
Food at 2pm Post/Aux Meeting
7pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Sunday Breakfast |Patriot Day I Dinner/Bingo I CO Rockies vs POW/MIA Karaoke 6pm
- - Chicago Cubs Recognition Day
Participation Meeting Post 12pm
at 6pm Game 1:10pm Friday Night Dinner |
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
ISunday Breakfast | US Air Force |Dinner/Bingo Friday Night DinnerI
Birthday
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Gold Star Mother’s || Dinner/Bingo | Home Board |VFW Day | Sheridan Celebrate:
ISunday Breakfast & Family’s Da Meeting 6pm 8:30am to 3pm
Friday Night DinnerI Parade 11am
Participation Meeting
at 6pm

Weekly Happenings:
Monday - Post Open at 2pm

Tuesday - Post Opens at 3pm; Dinner & Bingo 5pm to 7pm;
Bingo starts at 6pm

Wednesday - Post Opens at 3pm

Monthly Happenings:

1st Wednesday - Finance Meeting at 6pm, Post/Aux
Monthly Meeting at 7pm

3rd Saturday - Post Opens at 4pm; Karaoke at 6pm
Last Wednesday - Home Board Meeting at 6pm

Thursday - Post Opens at 3pm

Friday - Post Opens at 2pm; Friday Night Dinner 5pm to
7pm

Saturday - Post Closed

For an updated/detailed calendar please visit ~

viw9644.org/calendar

Upcoming Events:

VFW 9644 Childrens Halloween - October 21st
VFW 9644 Auxiliary 75th Anniversary - December 1st
VFW 9644 Childrens Christmas - December 16th

VFW Department of CO Patriot’s Pen/VOD Banquet -
January 20th
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Post

James Kretschmar
Gilbert Linenberger
Nathan Lancaster
Anthony Smith
Richard Campbell
Alden Lewis

David Bender
Thomas Ritz
Robert Wilson

Jon Miller

Charles Dunst
Floyd Reinhardt
Catherine Kneuer
Gary Williams
James Allen
Christian Paulo
James Randa
Daniel Brewster
Wayne Lindholm

September 1
September 1
September 2
September 3
September 5
September 5
September 6
September 6
September 7
September 9
September 11
September 11
September 13
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 24

W
Bl

06 0

September 2023

JAY

Auxiliary

Bernadette Krasovec
Donna Krieg
Jane Feist

Lavie Gallegos
Judy McNeely
Michelle Cordova
Lorraine Dewing
Cathy Cushman
Connie Havens
Diana Blackard
Debbie McGee
Kay Drake

Leah Archuleta
Mildred Joyce Maes
Jeff Bishop

Hope Torres
Roberta Duquette
Daryll Gettman
Arthur Hull

Gloria Hyland
Dana Lucero

September 3
September 3
September 6
September 6
September 6
September 10
September 10
September 11
September 11
September 17
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 20
September 21
September 21
September 25
September 26
September 27
September 28
September 30
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Red Oak Claims

Red Oak Claims donated $360 for website advertising

RED OAK CLAIMS is a Colorado based company that is proud to

support your VFW! Our expertise is serving as advocates for policy-

holders. If a property owner is facing an extensive property loss and

claim, our team would work on behalf of the insured to ensure that

they receive a favorable settlement in a timely manner. Our role is to

prepare, present and negotiation the claim, always with the insured’s

best interest in mind. We are licensed by the Division of Insurance

as Public Adjusters. By the nature of our license, we always work for R E. D OA K
the policyholder. We never work for the insurance companies asthat — C L AT M § —
would be a conflict of interest. RED OAK CLAIMS is your claim ad-

vocate! COMPASSION FOR YOU. AUTHORITY FOR YOUR CLAIM

Veterans Auto Hail Services

V E T E RAN s Veterans Auto Hail Services will donate $200 to our Post for every
W’- qualified vehicle we refer for paintless dent repair.
& /e Veteran Steve Clark started Veterans Auto Hail Services to give back
to the community while helping people through the headache of getting
hail damage fixed.

Contact Steve to get started—720.401.1903
AUTO HAIL SERVICES

v

steve@veteransautohailservices.com

www.veteransautohailservices.com

Donate to VFW Post 9644

Use the QR Code to donate to your local veterans through your VFW Post.
Donations go directly to veterans in need.

(This QR Code will take you to PayPay where you can add your donation)



